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..i;arry Wills
Breaking the FBI’s Spirit—

the Sooner Done, the Better

There is always more, down at the
mucky bottom of the ¥BI barrel. Now we
know that J. Eidgar Hoover spied on Helen
Keller and lied about doing it. Her crime
was to belong to the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, which was watched for half a

cenfury with a cranky zealot’s suspicion..

"Three Nobel laureaths were spied on. Add
the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., and it
hecomes clear that Hoover thought win-

ning an international award was prima fa- -

cie evidence of un-Americanism. .
Wa are told, now, that prosecutiog a

New York agent for illegal acts might

break the roorale of the FBL I devoutly
hope so. The more one learns of that
body’s spirits and mystique, the less we
shonld want to presetve thenn.

I just received more reports released
to the Socialist Workers party on the FBI's
attempt to “disrupt or cancel” an antiwar
meeting at Catholic University in 1971--
disrupted secretly, of course, to guarantee
that “full security is protected as [to]
source of action.”

¥hat right had the FBI to disrupt or
cancel a legal gathering, approved by uni-
versity officials, on a campus hardly pro-
Cornrunist, an activity guaranteed by the
First Amendment? Here is the chilling an-
soer; out of Washington: “It Is the opinion
of the bureaun decisive, aggressive, timely
aad well-organized counterintelligence op-

erations are invaluable in disrupting or al-
‘tering, to our advantage, activities which
" hra clearly against 1.8, public interest.”

% 'This is not the language of a law-en-

*farcement agency but of a brainwashing

outfit which decides in secret what Ameri-
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cans should be allowed to hear; \;lhére:

they can speak; what they can say, and
then manipulates people, outside the law, .~

to bring abont results “to our advantage.”

““The means are as grimy as the ends..
The burean sent out, from Washington, the
_ announcement that this meeting “cries out: -

for every possible counterintelligenca

technique to be utilized to disrupt or can-
cel the conference.” Any one who has paid -

attention knows that “any technigue”

means the FBI was again deciding to .
* break the law, to encourage violence and

act as ontlaw “agents provocateurs.”

Here is one.plan suggested in response
to Washington's cry: “The preparation of a
crude leafiet of the Black Panther party in
which the conference is dencunced as ara-
cist, liberal gathering which failed to in-
vite the Panthers to participate. The leaf-

let would urge a complete boycott of the -

affair by all whites who identified with the
Panther line. The leaflet could also inti-

" mate that Panthers could do everything

within their power to assure success of
boycott.” This was written at a thne when
the FBI itself was urging the view that the

" Panthers were a danger to the nation’s
very existence. To say that this extremist -
outfit would do “everything within their.

gower” was inviting paranoia. -

Team spirit and morale were tbyiously
very high in the FBI when calls from
Washingtor led agents to think of vsing

their own doomsday bogey against a law--

ful gathering on an American campiis-—
and using it to encourage the bureaw’s

self-fulfilling prophecy of violence as the
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inavitable resolt of any such gathering.
(The gathering was held, without violence,
despite all the bureau's provocative ef-
forts.) ) :

. Where did the Central Intelligence
_Agency get its confidence that ii could use
the fdafia apainst Fidel Casiro! WAy
should it hesitate to make thal attempt,
when J. Edgar Hoover—one of the most
honored American institations—Ior nearly
half a century had used illegal meaus to
block legal activities he disapproved of?

It takes a peculiarly godlike view of
oneself to think one can, like Jehovah in
the book of Job, use the devil to shape up

“ong’s servantz, to test and purify them.

That was the secret of the bureaw’s confi-
dence, self-rightecusness and loyally; i3
assumption ef moral superiorily in the

very act of stooping to vile crimes. And |

that spirit still lives in the bureau. Wases
it in the assumption that no agent should
ever be called to. account for his illegal

- acts. The demonstrations for Agent Kear-

ney in New York offer vivid proof that the

bureau’s velief it is above the law contine

ues to this day. That is the morale that
_4should be broken. The sponer the betler.
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